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^  EOSSIGN  iIE"S  OH  FATS  m)  OILS 

OLP/E  OIL  PROLUCTIOII  IF  THE  I'EDITSPPcAl-lE AJT  BASliTk^-.  ^' 


Oli^e  -oil  production  fjr  the  i.-port^nt  countries  of  the 
Mediterranean  Brsin,  excluding  3-reece ,  is  estiac  ted  at  "ba'at  1,223 
mllion  T)Ounds  by  the  Erench  expert  Prof.  Bonnet,  according  to  Consul 
A.  C-^r:ieron  ?.t  P^ris,  Quoting  the  Dece::iber  1  bulletin  of  the  i^ricultural 
Inior-'^tion  Office  (official).    Professor  bonnets  figures  give  the  oil 
equivalent  of  the  estimated  crot)  .available  for  pressing. 

This  estimate  for  five  countries  is  f r      11  to  12  -oer  cent 
pbove  the  estinate  of  1,093  r.illion  to  1,104  million    pounds  previously 
received  frcn  various  sources  for  the  sane  countries,  but  is  7.2  per 
cent  belo-7  the  latest  total       1,318  r.illion  pounds  for  the  same 
coiintries  in  1924. 

Professor  Bonaet '  s  estira-^te  for  Erench  Morocco,  for  which  no 
previous  estimate  is  ajv^ilable ,  is  22  rrdlli on  pounds  compared  T:ith  19 
milli;n  pounds  reported  by  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture 
for  1924.     The  estimate  for  G-reece  is  onitted  because  of  the  export 
prohibition  in  effect.     The  Internationa.1  Institute  states  thrt  it 
nay  be  assuTjed  that  the  current  crop  in  G-reece  will  be  lov^er  than  l"st 
year's,  the  latest  figure  for  1924  being.  308  laillion  pounds. 

These  estimates,  V7>i  ch  still  indicate  a  production  beloa  th^.t  of 
last  year,  -;re  generally  borne  mt  by  the  report  of  the  International 
Institute.     That  agency  st?tes  that  although  the  estimates  so  fax 
received  from  the  various  governments  are  too  fev?  to  pernit  a  precise 
statement  on  the  season's  results,  it  may  be  concluded  on  the  basis  of 
present  indications,  that  the  1925  yield  of  olive  oil,  thoiigh  certainly 
less  than  that  of  1924,  will  not  differ  greatly  fron  the  average  of 
recent  years.    Reports  still  indicate  th't  the  quality  of  the  crop 
should  be  fairly  good. 
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Sstirr.:-tes  by  Professor  Bonnet  .-=.re  given  "belo"  vrith  the  previous 
esti-'^tes  for  the  s-ne  countries  --^nd  the  latest  figures  for  1924-25: 


Co-'ontrt-  s 

:  1924-25 

pvp-^       "Q -p  >-i  o -h  1  c 

C  O  -L  ,  V  _/  L/ 

71  R  Clio 

(  1~\J  w-W 

:  460,320 

'AAA  ono 

r  1 

64,000 

66,000 

.  1~.357 

15,000 

15.000 

1,315,113 

1,093,000- 

1,223,000 

19,180 

22,000 

307 , 747 

99-113,000 

Other  Mediterrpnean  countriss  o, 

'  190,224 

Total  countries  reporting  for 

1.335.26'x 

a/    Consular  reports  or  Internatioii?,l  Institute  of  .'^^riculture .     b/  Includes 


Portugal,  Palestine,  G-re-ter  Labanon  Cypras  and  T'orkey. 
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FOREIGN  PEANUT  CROPS 

Reports  of  the  1925  reanut  crop  in  the  Tientsin  district  of 
China,  have  been  favorable  as  to  quantity,  according  to  Consul  w'oodard 
in  a  report  received  in  the  Departirent  of  Agriculture.    Early  receipts, 
ho'vever,  were  not  of  particularly  good  quality  with  reference  to  the 
color  of  the  s>iell3.    Late  rains  appear  to  l':ave  caused  discoloring  so 
that  a  considera.ble  proportion  of  the  shells  are  rust  colored  in 
appearance.    Receipts  ox  peanuts  in  the  shell  at  Tientsin  totaled 
2,517.200  pounds  for  September  and  October  of  1925  compared  v/ith  1,140,000 
pounds  for  the  same  months  of  1924. 

The  cr-'^'p  in  the  district  surrounding  Chcfoo,  another  iraportant 
export  point,  is  said  to  be  both  plentiful  and  of  good  quality,  reports 
Consul  Putriarr;  of  that  city.    At  present,  however,  because  of  political 
conditions,   trade  is  greatly  hindered  by  lack  of  sufficient  means  of 
transportation.    A.n  estimate  by  Consul  ?uta:iam  of  the  known  crop  of  the 
district  for  1924  is  placed  at  86,000  short  tons,  this  being  calculated 
on  the  basis  of  100  pounds  of  unshellcd  nuts  for  60  pounds  of  kernels 
and  100  pouiids  of  kernels  for  35  pounds  of  oil.    This  does  not  include 
local  cons-jmption  of  groundnuts  and  oil  exported  through  ports  outside 
of  the  district. 

According  to  Trade  Gorrj-ai so ionor  Smiley  in  a  report  received 
through  the  Department  of  Com:"nerce,  an  average  estimate  cf  the  total 
amaual  production  in  China,  including  kernels,  nuts  in  the  shell  and 
peanut  cake,  is  about  900^000  short  tons,  of  which  aboxit  30  per  cent  or 
around  300,000  tons  arc  exported.    The  Consular  figare  for  the  1924  crop 
in  terms  of  unshjjlled  nuts  was  between  650,000  and  700,000  short  tons 
and  that  for  1923  was  672,000  tons. 

The  1925  peanut  crop  of  Spain,  harvesting  of  which  was  finished 
at  the  end  of  October,   turned  out  to  be  much  smaller  than  had  been 
expected,  according  to  Consul  Prank  Henry  at  Barcslona.    The  quality 
v;as  only  fair. 

The  peanut  area  planted  in  Argentina  this  year  is  expected  to  be 
about  the  same  as  that  of  last  season  according  to  a  cabled  report  from 
the  International  Institute  of  Agricul ture . 

is  cor,:^im%.t''W€of^x'^g^tl'^^'^^^^^^  t^rSt'ti'oml 
Institiire  of  Agriculture.    A  fairly  good  yield  is  indicated  although 
slight  damage-  is  reported  in  the  Pampa.    Tlie  quality  of  the  flaxseed  is 
said  to  be  very  good. 
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THE  1925  BRITISH  TRADE  IN  FATS  AMD  OILS 


The  United  States  share  in  the  British  trade  in  fats  aP-C 
during  1925,  on  the  v^hole ,  was  slightly  smaller  than  in  1924  although, 
the  total  net  supply  of  animaJ  and  vegetable  oils  and  fats  retained 
for  consumption  in  tr.e  United  Kingdom  during  1925,  amounted  to  1,208,196 
short  tons  as  comoared  V7ith  1,151,331  short  tons  during  1924,  according 
to  the  official  statistics  of  che  British  Board  of  Trade.     The  latter 
figures  include  "butter,,  l^rd  and  margarine  as  i.7ell  as  all  other  oils, 
fats  and  oilseeds,  the  latter  converted  into  their  oil  equivalent-  The 
principal  agricultTiral  items  in  this  tr-^de  of  interest  to  American  pro- 
ducers, either  direc^y  or  indirectly,  are  lard^  cottonseed  oil,  "butter, 
linseed  oil  and  oloo  oil. 

Lqrd  Im:o^qrts  Decline 

Lard  is  "by  far  the  most  important  item,  in  our  export  trade  in 
fats  and  oils  and  the  United  Kingdom,  is  one  of  our  m.ost  important 
foreign  mr.rlcets.     British  net  imports  of  lard  during  1925  amounted  to 
256,207^000  pounds  as  compared  with  about  278,994,000  pounds  during  1924. 
A  reduction  of  21,607,000  poujids  in  imports  from  the  United  States,  which 
usually  supt)lies  a'Dcut  80  per  cent  of  the  total,  accounted  for  the 
deficit.     Tlie  high  prices  prevailing  for  American  lard  during  1925  materi- 
ally dim.inishea  uie  cGns^ar:ption  of  lard  in  the  United  Kingdcmi.  With 
the  present  indications  that  there  will  "be  no  material  increase  in  hog 
production  in  tiie  United  States  "before  next  fall,  lerd  prices  seem  likely 
to  remain  relatively  high.     In  viev;  of  this  fact  the  outlook  for  increased 
lard  imports  from:  the  United  States  \)y  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
current  year  is  not  particularly  favora'ble.     Lower  prices  for  "butter  and 
som.e  competitive  oils  may  also  tend  to  reduce  the  demand  for  lard  during 
1926, 

crease  in  Cottonseed  Oil  Imports 

Net  imports  of  cottonseed  and  cottonseed  oil  into  the  United 
Kingdom  during  1925  amo-onted  to  the  equivalent  of  1^167,594,000  pounds  of 
seed  as  against  1,047,252,000  pounds  during  1924.     T'nis  was  equivalent  to 
208,367,000  pounds  of  cottonseed  oil  for  1925  as  compared  with  only 
188,507,000  pounds  for  192^.     There  was  a  consideraVi^  reduction  in  im- 
ports of  cottonseed  oil  "but  this  decline  was  more  than  offset  by  a  large 
increase  in  in:ports  of  cottonseed  fromi  India  and  by  smaller  reexports  of 
refined  cottonseed  oil  to  the  continent.    Egj'pt ,  India  and  Brazil 
usually  furnish  most  of  the  cottonseed  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  Netherlands  most  of  the  cottonseed  oil.    The  quantities  supplied 
by  the  United  States  are  negligible. 
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Incrc?is8  in  5"'-ir)"Dl i es  cf  Foreiair.  Buttsr 

B'j.tter  imports  V75re  "ell  maintained  during  1925  and  a.lthoiigh 
reexports  were  larger  than  in  1S2--1-  the  net  imports  for  the  year  amounted 
to  61-=, 413, 000  pounds  as  conpared  vrith  570^751.000  pounds  during  1924, 
Sraaller  ir.ports  from  Denmark  as  well  as  from  a  n-jml)er  of  countries  of 
luxiior  importance  '"ere  more  than  offset  "by  larger  imports  from  Australia 
and  Tiovr  Zealand.    Net  imports  of  margarine  totaled  143.0005,000  pounds 
as  against  loOyOOO.OOO  pounds  the  year  "before.    A'bout  95  per  cent  of  the 
British  importation  of  margarine  is  suuplied  "by  the  Netherlands  = 

British  imports  of  American  oleo  oil.  Trhile  not  separately  stated, 
Trere  some'r/hat  larger  than  in  1924.    United  States  export  figures  shovr 
exoorts  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  atout  17  million  po'onds  as  compared  ^rith 
I'v^  million  in  1924, 

Shift  in  Flaxseed  and  Linseed  Oi?-  Trade 

British  net  imports  oi  flaxseed,  including  linseed  oil  converted 
to  its  flaxseed  eauivalent,  during  1925  amounted  to  the  eq;j.ivalent  of 
approximately  12,448,000  "bushels  of  seed  as  compared  with  ahcut  14,043,000 
"bushels  during  1924.    An  interestir-g  shift  in  the  trade  d^oring  the  year 
is  indicated  "by  a  large  increase  in  the  imports  of  linseed  oil  and  a 
decrease  in  imports  of  flaxseed.    TThile  t"ne  United  States  does  not 
participate  in  the  flr^^^ieed  and  oil  trade  of  the  United  Kir^dom  the  British 
situation  is  of  interest  "because  of  our  competition  77ith  the  United  King- 
dom for  the  Argentine  crop. 

Actual  grT.-";-  imports  of  flaxseed  into  the  United  Kingdom  during 
1925  amounted  to  13,600,000  "bushels  as  against  17,300y000  "bushels  the 
year  "before,     rnis  decrease  was  the  result  of  smaller  imports  from  the 
Argentine  from  vrhich  only  a'bout  5,000^000  "bushels  T7ere  imported  as  against 
almost  12,000,000  "bushels  the  year  "before.    The  1924-25  flajcseed  crop  in 
the  Argentine  amounted  to  only  45,OCO,,000  "bushels  as  against  58,000,000 
"bushels  in  the  previous  season.     Increases  in  imports  from  British  India 
and  Russia,  ho~9ver,  materially  offset  the  lorrer  supplies  from  Argentina. 
TThile  flaxseed  imports  dropped  off  "by  4,200,000  "bushels  imports  of  lin- 
seed oil  increased  "by  more  than  32,500,000  pounds  or  the  equivalent  of 
approximately  2,000,000  "bushels  of  seed.     Viost  of  t'nis  oil  cam.e  from  the 
Netherlands.    The  actual  net  deficit  in  terms  of  flaxseed,  therefore, 
amounted  to  a"bout  2,000,000  "bushels.    "iTith  a  1925-26  linseed  crop  in 
Argentina  of  75,000,000  "bushels  and  the  proba"bili'i:y  of  an  average  crop 
in  India,  ample  supplies  of  linseed  vrill  "be  ava.il","ble  d'-aring  the  current 
year.    Furthermore,  the  poss;"bilities  of  larger  Prussian  supplies  mast  Qct  "be 
overlooked. 

T^"ble  I  follcT/ing  gives  the  British  trade  in  cottonseed  and 
cottonseed  oil  and  in  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil  converted  to  seed  equivalents 
for  1924  and  1925.    Ta"ble  II  summarizes  the  total  tr-.de  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  fats  and  oils  for  these  two  years: 


TJBLZ  I  -  THJiTS  C7  TEE  UITITIS  F.IlTCrDO:!  IN  C0TT017SEED  .^ID  COTTOiTSEED 


OIL  Z^""  117 

IirSZID  OIL. 

Cottonseed  and  cotton-  • 
seod  oil  converted  to  : 
roMnis  of  cotvOiisecd 

Elcjcseed  pjid  linseed  oi 
con"erted  to  "b-u-shels  of 
fl^jzseed  ''o/ 

1524  : 

1925  : 

1^24  : 

1925 

xliousEnd  ; 

Tncus  r;-id  : 

Tlious-?r.d  • 
tufebsls  ; 

-"lOUS^T-d 

"buvh-slsi  _ 

Irrports  oi"  seed  

B.eoxports  of  ssed  .,«oo.* 

iTet  i3oorts  of  se^d 
Irnports  of  oil 

:     1; 250, 557: 

1,355.593 

17,804; 

39 

13,658 

95 

:  1,250,557 
:        100 325 

1,356,533 
:  57,909 

17,755 

:  354 

13,540 
:  2.283 

C-ros s  supply 
Exports  and  reesroorts  of  oi' 

'  l,Ool,-J)^ci 

L  304.130 

:     1  P02 
:  257,008 

:  13,119 
:  -1,075 

:  15,323 
:  5,530 

Excess  of  iiroorts 

:  1,047,252 

;  1,157,594 

:  14,043 

i  12,448 

Trade  and  ITaTigation  of  the  uaited  iiingdon. 


pj  Refined  oil  converted  to  cr'j.de  on  the  "basis  of  a  9  per  cent  loss  in 
process  of  refining  and  cr^ade  oil  converted  to  seed  equivalents  on 
the  "basis  of  18  per  cent  as  average  oH  content  of  the  seed, 

hj  In  conv-rting  linseed  oil  to  its  flaxseed  equivalent  30  per  cent  ras 
to3^en  R,s  the  averc^e  oil  content  of  flaxseed  and  55  Tos.  as  the  net 
V7 eight  of  a  "bushel  of  seed. 


•TJSLS  i:  -  xP^^uB  OE  UITITZD  SUTG-DGM  IE  OILS  ilTD  EATS 


I  ten  : 

Ir:p-::)rta  : 

He~e^^orts  ' 

ITet  ir^ports 

1-24  : 

1925  ; 

1924  : 

1925  : 

1924  : 

1925 

Oils,  fats  and 
oilseeds  converts 
into  oil  equiva- 
lents a/ 

Butter,  r.argarine 
l-^rd  ajid  l^rd 
su'bstitutes 

To+al   

5h:rt  : 
t  ons  : 

tons 

Short  : 
tens  ; 

Short  : 
tons  ; 

Short  : 
t  ens 

Short 
tons 

id  ! 
:  903,508 

:  514.051 

942,404 
.  535.352 

.  255,071 
:  13,107 

243,150 
:  27.400 

:  555,437 
:  495.944 

.  699,244 
:  503,952 

:1, 422, 559 

:i, 478, 755 

:  271.173 

:  270.550 

:1, 151. 331 

:  1,203, 195 

a/    1l\e  oil  equivalents  are  those  used  by  Eaure,  31attr:.an  end  Conpanv,  of 
•  Liverpool  and  are  as  follcrrs:     Copra,  55  per  cent;  Palnikernels  45  per 
cent;  Peanuts  32  per  cent;  other  nuts  and  kernels  40  per  cent;  Soy  "beans 


,  10  per  cent;  C^ctor  seed  42  per  cent;  Cottonseed  IB  per  cent;  Elaxseed 
50  per  cant;  3esar.eseed  35  per  cent;  Rapeseed  35  per  cent  ?jid  all  other 
seeds  30  -oer  cent. 
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OLB^  OIL  PRODUCTION  IIT  THE  ISDITERRAICEAII  BASIN  1925-26 

Estin^-t-s  noTT  avail^bl^":  froiTx  the  Internet ion?.l  Institute,  ofiici"l 
sources,  or  consul-'^r  r  sports ,  for  all  olive  oil  producing  co^jjitries  of 
the  Mediterranean  Easin  conf  im  the  early  reports  of  an  unsatisf nctory 
yield  for  the  Tiast  season.     The  total  production  of  1,393-0X,000  pounds 
is  2'i.l  per  cent  "belov;  the  good  harvest  of  1,8-^1, 730,000  -yo^onds  in  1924 
and  10.4  per  cent  "bcloT?  the  1323  harvest  -vhen  1,550,980,000  T50unds  vrere 
produced. 

Sp?in,  Italy,  G-rccce ,  Portugal  and  Trance  all  report  crops  caich 
belo-T  those  of  1924  and,  v,'ith  the  exception  of  ST3?in  and  Greece,  "below 
the  1923  production  as  V7nl3  .     Mfbmi-rv^  j^q  official  estimate  has  "been 
received  from  To-rlicy,  tl-    ....^^  j.»..^>art'^-nt  Asiatic  producer,  a  report  fron 
Consul  Allen  estini'stcs  production  at  ap^'ronin'tely  one— fo-orth  th^t  of 
last  year.    Palestine  and  Syria  also  repot.t  a  great  fa.lling  off  as 
compared  '^ith  former  yesjrs. 

The  1925  yield  for  the  three  French  north  African  co^antries, 
Alzeria,  Morocco  and  Tunis,  is  cstinnted  somewhat  higher  than  the  crop 
of  last  se-rson,  due  largely  to  the  outturn  in  Tunis,  vrhich  7;as  fairly 
good  and  npach  above  that  of  1923  1954. 

In  the  absence  of  official  data  for  the  tv-o  minor  producing 
countries  Yugoslavia  and  Cyprus,  atjiproxinato  estimates  have  been  made 
by  the  International  Institute  on  the  basis  of  the  results  in  the 
previous  season. 

OLIVE  OIL;    Production  in  the  Mediterraaea.n  Basin,  annual  1923 

to  1925 


 Co^ontry  :  1923  :  1934  :  1^^5 

:  1.0 DO  uounds  *-  1.000  pounds  .  1.000  pounds 

S^-in                                      J  558,860  :  738,950  :  589,230 

It^ly                                      :  392,000  :  -1-60,000  •  330,700 

Greece                                     :  107,530  :  307,700  :  126,560 

Portugal                               :  95,920  :  69,730  :  5-1,040 

Algeria                                   :  69,190  :  51,490  :  55,140 

Tunis                                      :  48,500  :  48,500  :  63,930 

France                                      :  51,770  ;  13, '^00  :  15,430 

French  I'nroer-O                         :  15,870  :  19,180   1^,^30 


I 


10-13 


-2- 


OLl'^FL  OIL:    Production  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin,  annual 

1923  to  1925,  cent  Id. 


Country  '. 

1923 

1924  \ 

1325 

T.OOO  TDOunds  : 

1,000  Donnds 

1.000  Dounds 

Pr.lcstine  

Syria  

Turkey  

Csnprus   

Yugoslavia  «. 

6,570 
26,450 
:  98,900 
:  2,310 
:  7,010 

10,310 
22 , 930 
77,000 
6,150 
11,320 

7,500 
S,740 
.  a/ 18, 000 
:  b/  4,300 
;  b/  3,000 

Total   

:  1.550.980 

:  1,841,730 

:  1,393, 000 

International  Institute  of  Jigriculture ,  Rome.     Official  sources  and  Consul 
Reports,     a/  Rough  estimate  furnished  by  Consul  on  basis  of  1924  production, 
b/    Fi.^^ures  compiled  by  International  Iiistitute  by  Subtraction  of  30  per 
cent  from  1924  yield. 
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August  21,  1926_ 
(l^GRfCULTURALf,: 


The  vegetable  oil  industr;/  of  Argentina  ^-^as  more  active  in 
1925  than  in  1924  as  a  result  of  large  increases  in  peanut  oil  and 
cotton  seed  oil  production,  according  to  Assistant  Trade  Comnissioner 
Bates  at  Buenos  -.ires.     Other  vegetable  oils  except  sunflo-"er  seed 
oil  -/ere  produced  in  smaller  quantities  in  1925  than  in  the  precedir^ 
year,     Tl-.e  total  production  of  vegetable  oil  was  7.3  per  cent  larger 
in  1?.'':5  th?ai  in  1954  but  11.9  per  cent  less  than  in  1923.    The  peanut 
crop  is  the  most  ir:iport=nt  from  the  uoint  of  viev  of  oil  production 
and  last  year  cottonseed  ".a.s  second  in  iniporte.nce .    The  remarkable 
increase  of  about  400  per  cent  in  the  output  of  s^onf lo'.'er  seed  oil 
V7a£  an  outstanding  featiare  of  the  Argentine  vegetable  oil  situation. 

The  ne~  flaxseed  crop  is  no"  being  sovm  in  Argentina,  excording 

to  a  report  from  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture,  the  area 

is  expected  to  be  larger  than  th^.t  of  last  year, 

\'EGET-l3LE  OILS:    Total  seed  crushed  and  total  output  of  oil 

and  cake,  Argentina,  1923  to  1925 


Seed  utilized. 

Oil  obtained 

Cake 

l.OOC  lbs 

1.000  lbs 

l.OCO  lbs 

1923  

220,531 

49,463 

104,554 

137,604 

:  41,045 

:  96,095 

1}25  

:  211,936 

:  43,586 

:  98,107 
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'/EC-3T.^JLE  OILS:     Seed  production  aud  oil  and  cake  -produced, 

by  varieties ,  Argentina,  1925  to  1925 


Oil  ; 

Oil  vie  Id 

J-  «  \J\J'^      X  U  b  • 

X  ^  \^'\,'\J      XU  o  ' 

per  cent  ; 

1,00C  Its 

Linseed  ....  . 

1923  : 

1924  , 
1925 

46,428  : 
44,725  : 
27,150 

12,589  : 
11 ',557  ; 
7,408 

27  : 
25  : 
27 

33,531 
32,861 
19,661 

Rape  seed  . . 

1923 

.  23,203 

6,515 

29 

16.144 

:  1924 

:  38.047 

10,561 

:  28 

26^708 

!  1925 

:  27jl37 

:  7,775 

;  29 

:  18,988 

Peanut  . , . , . 

:  1923 

:  105,374 

:  25,644 

;  25 

:  46,757 
:  25,046 

:  1924 

:  57,700 

:  14,487 

:  25 

Cotton 

:  1925 
:  1923 

:  91,706 
:  18,477 

:  21,573 
:  1,918 

:  24 
:  10 

:  37,724 
:  6,909 

:  1924 

:  27,749 

:  3,278 

:  12 

:  10,757 

Spurge   

:  1925 
:  1923 

:     45 , 748 
:  3,053 

:  5,119 
:  831 

:  11 
:  27 

:  18^071 
t  1,213 

:  1924 

:  1,682 

:  342 

:  20 

:  405 

:  1925 

:  1,058 

234 

22 

:  353 

M=i2e   

;  1923 
;  1924 

:  25,996 
:  17,078 

:  871 

602 

:  4 
:  4 

Sunilo"ver  . , 

:  1925 
:  1923 

:  15,299 

:  683 

4 

:  2,075 

:  1924 

:  622 

;  115 

:  19 

:  309 

:  1925 

3,858 

:     .  594 

:  IS 

:  1,235 

i 
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\   FOBSiGiJ  mr^s  on  i^s  oils 


OLIVE  CRQ?  PROSPECTS  III  THE  IlEDITSPJl^IEArT  3ASIN 


Olive  oil  ]-)rGd-action  for  this  season  in  the  iriportant  producing 
countries  of  the  Mediterranean  Basin  is  expected  to  te  about  equal  to 
or  slightly  above  the  production  last  season,  according  to  a  report 
from  Consul  Hale  at  r-larseilles,  quoting  an  article  of  the  Director  of 
the  District  Organization  of  Oleiculture  in  "Le  Reveil  Agricole". 

xhe  Sn)anish  crop  is  reported  to  be  good  and  nay  be  slightly 
superior  to  that  of  last  year  vzhen  722,175,000  -oounds  of  olive  oil  vrere 
produced-     Considerable  fruit  has  fallen  in  the  lov/er  Ajragon  and  in 
nu'ierous  regions  of  /indalusia,  states  the  Director.    A  report  on  the 
cro^  used  for  curing,  which  is  only  a  snail  -oercentage  of  the  total 
crop,  states  that  the  Manzanilla  crop,  a  snail  variety  used  green  for 
stuffed  olives,  is  short  and  of  only  nediun  quality,  T7hile  the  Queen 
olive  crop  is  about  the  sane  as  the  small  crop  of  last  year.     Sizes  are 
s?--id  to  be  good,    Q,ueen  olives  are  large  olives  used  green. 

Reports  from  Italy  indicate  that  although  there  rras  perfect 
flowering  in  all  the  leading  olive  districts,  cold  T7ind  and  fog  handi- 
capped groTTth  and  the  fruit  fell  in  nijinerous  districts-    The  National 
Olive  Grov7ers  Society  of  Italy  places  the  1926  estinate  above  that  of 
1925  TJhile  the  trade  places  the  1326  cro-i  slightly  lower  on  accoiant  of 
insect  danages  and  bad  'iveather,  according  to  a  report  nade  nublic  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.     In  1925 
Italy  produced  323,435,000  pounds  of  olive  oil.     Consular  reports  from 
Catania  and  Leghorn  indicate  favorable  conditions  in  those  districts. 
According  to  "Le  Reveil  Jigricole"  good  crops  are  expected  from  Liguria, 
Toscana,  Unbria  and  Sicily,  Tvith  ordinary  yields  from  Calabrie  and 
Cajapania.     Spain  and  Italy  together  should  produce  about  the  same 
amount  of  olive  oil  as  they  Toroduced  last  year,  according  to  the  Dir- 
ector of  the  District  Organization  of  Oleiculture. 

Estimates  of  the  crops  of  Greece  and  Portugal  are  of  secondary 
interest  since  ex^^ortation  of  olive  oil  from  ohese  tvo  co-'ontries  is 
prohibited.    However,  the  crop  of  i  ortugal  is  reported  to  be  ver;.'-  in- 
ferior, ■;:>robably  not  more  than  one- third  of  a  normal  year.    A  report 
from  Consul  Hollis  estimated  the  crop  at  22,000,000  pounds  of  oil. 
i'roduction  last  year  T7as  about  54,000,000  pounds.    The  protluction  in 
Greece  is  estimated  at  about  the  same  as  that  of  1924  and  double  that 
of  1925  "dien  126,560,000  pounds  of  oil  vzere  -nroduced,  according  to  in- 
formation received  by  the  United  States  Departm.ent  of  Commerce. 
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The  olive  cro-p  in  France  is  ex-oected,  "by*  the  Director  of  the 
District  Organization  to  yield  nore  than  the  15,000,000  pounds  of 
oil  produced  fron  the  1925  cro-p  and  "ill  approach  the  1924  crop  of 
13,000,000  pounds  of  oil  provided  the  dacus  dees  not  cause  too  nuch 
dar^age  in  the  important  departnents  of  the  Al-^es  naritirnes  and  Cor- 
sica.    The  crop  in  the  difieren-c  districts  v-ries  widely  depending 
u-^ion  the  weather,  teraperature  and  altitude.    G-ood  crops  can  "be  ex- 
■;^ected  from  t;he  Trar-n  regions,  such  as  Corsica  and  the  Al-oes  Mariti:::es, 
the  section  knovrn  as  the  ITyonsais  and  the  Valley  of  the  Seaux  and 
elseTThere  "here  the  olive  trees  have  received  care  and  attention. 
Production  will  "be  deficient  in  the  higher  altitudes  and  in  the  places 
vrhere  the  trees  have  been  exposed  to  zhe  cold  north  ■tvinds  and  to  fogs. 

Conditions  in  Algeria  are  not  favoraole  and  production  is  ex- 
-;ected  to  'oe  nruch  "beloT:  the  55,000,000  pounds  produced  last  season, 
according  to  the  French  report.    The  season  in  Tunis  is  very  favor- 
atle  and,  if  present  conditions  continue,  the  crcp  should  "be  large  and 
of  exceptional  quality,  reports  Consul  Snith  at  Tunisia.     It  is  ex- 
pected to  equal  or  exceed  last  year's  production  of  64,000,000  pouiids 
of  oil.     In  Morocco  conditions  are  a"bGut  nor-ial  and  the  crop  should 
equal  or  exceed  that  of  last  year  Tvhich  was  over  15,000,000  po-ands  of 
oil. 
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